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This  study  is  the  second  of  four  published  planning 
reports  which  will  be  published  for  Edgecombe  County, 
All  four  of  the  planning  reports  will  be  inter- 
related and  will  be  used  as  base  data  for  the 
County's  continuing  planning  program. 

The  Economic  Potential  Study  provides  information 
about  the  county's  economic  structure  as  it  relates 
to  the  welfare  of  the  population.   Background  data 
is  provided  for  such  areas  as  characteristics  of  the 
population,  housing  conditions,  farming  traditions, 
industrial  growth,  labor  force,  etc.   The  third 
section  of  the  report  is  devoted  to  areas  which 
might  be  explored  in  an  effort  to  strengthen  the 
county's  economy. 
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INTRODUCTION 


INTRODUCTION 
BACKGROUND  AND  PURPOSE 

The  Economic  Potential  Study  is  the  second  in  a  series  of 
four  planning  reports  which  will  be  completed  for  Edgecombe  County 
The  first  report  in  this  series  to  be  completed  was  the  Land  Use 
and  Potential  Study  which  examined  the  physical  features  and  man- 
made  elements  that  had  influenced  the  land  development  character- 
istics within  the  County.   The  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study  and 
the  Economic  Potential  Study  will  form  the  basis  for  the  county's 
Land  Development  Plan.   The  Land  Development  Plan  will  be  used 
as  a  general  guideline  for  policy  decision  making  by  the  county 
governing  officials,  municipal  authorities,  and  various  respective 
civic  organizations.   The  final  element  in  the  program  will  be 
the  county's  Subdivision  Regulations.   All  of  these  program 
elements  will  be  " f o 1 1 owed-up "  with  continuing  planning  service 
to  provide  the  County  Planning  Board  with  professional  assistance 
on  difficult  problems. 

The  Economic  Potential  Study  will  continue  examining  the 
county  from  where  the  first  report  ended.   This  second  study  will 
investigate  the  various  factors  which  are  critically  important 
to  the  economic  stability  of  the  county.   The  report  will  examine 
the  characteristics  of  Edgecombe  County's  population.   An  analysis 
will  be  made  of  the  county's  primary  sources  of  economic  activity 
as  they  relate  to  the  labor  force.   A  suggested  outline  of  county 
goals  and  programs  will  be  presented  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
This  outline  will  utilize  various  local.  State,  and  Federal  pro- 
grams which  are  available. 

SCOPE 

The  Economic  Potential  Study  is  broad  in  its  scope  and  has 
been  written  to  be  used  not  only  by  the  County  Planning  Board, 
but  by  local  civic  and  professional  groups  as  well.   It  is  the 
hope  of  the  Edgecombe  County  Planning  Board  that  local  citizens 
and  citizen  groups  will  make  use  of  this  planning  report  series 
in  implementing  local  action  programs. 
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REGIONAL  SETTING 

Edgecombe  County  is  located  in  North  Carolina's  northeastern 
section.   It  lies  between  the  Piedmont  Crescent  and  the  Coastal 
Plains  Region  of  the  State.   Edgecombe  enjoys  a  regionally 
central  position  between  the  States  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina, 
and  it  is  only  a  few  hours  by  automobile  from  Tarboro,  the  county's 
capital,  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Edgecombe  is  bordered  by  Green,  Halifax,  Martin,  Nash,  Pitt, 
and  Wilson  Counties,   Included  in  Edgecombe's  regional  trading 
area  are  the  Cities  of  Charlotte  and  Greensboro,  North  Carolina, 
and  Columbia,  South  Carolina,    The  county's  local  trading  area 
includes  the  Cities  of  Rocky  Mount,  Wilson  and  Greenville.   Good 
communication  and  transportation  links  between  these  growing 
cities  and  Edgecombe  County  insure  a  bright  future  for  its  local 
and  regional  market  potential. 

The  county  has  three  highways  which  connect  it  with  its 
trade  areas.   U .  S,  Highway  64  intersects  the  county  from  east 
to  west  and  U.S.  Highway  258  runs  north  to  south.   U.S.  Highway 
301  forms  part  of  the  county's  western  boundary.   Interstate 


Source:   Rand  McNally  and  Company,  Commercial  Atlas  and 
Market  ing  Guide .  ,  1967,  p.  345. 


Highway  95  will  soon  be  completed  and  will  parallel  U.  S. 
Highway  301  in  Nash  County.   Interstate  Highway  95  will  give 
both  Nash  and  Edgecombe  Counties  a  high  speed  arterial  connection 
with  the  Eastern  and  Southern  states. 
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GENERAL  CHARACTERISTICS 


Int roduct  ion 

A  thorough  examination  of  a  county's  population  is  mandatory 
before  an  analysis  of  the  economy  can  rationally  be  made.   It  is 
impossible  to  plan  for  the  economic  growth  of  an  area  unless  the 
planner  has  a  thorough  knowledge  and  understanding  of  its  people. 
Such  important  factors  as  age  group  comparisons,  migration 
patterns,  rural  to  urban  movement,  and  racial  composition  are 
critical  elements  in  the  economic  framework  of  a  region.   It  is 
therefore  important  that  this  report  examine  in  depth   the  char- 
acteristics of  Edgecombe  County's  population. 

Population  figures  and  estimates  in  this  section  of  the 
report  were  drawn  primarily  from  three  sources.   The  1960  U.S. 
Census  of  Population  formed  the  largest  segment  of  the  statis- 
tical data  presented.   Two  sources  were  used  for  data  on 
population  projections  and  these  were  respectively:  (1)  E  st  imat es 
of  the  Population  of  North  Carolina  Counties,  Lee  and  Hamilton, 
1964,  and  (2)  Unpublished  Report,  the  Social  Science  Advisory 
Committee,  C.  V.  Ly 1 e ,  Economist,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  1968. 


Past  Trends  in  Growth 

In  1900,  Edgecombe  County  had  a  population  of  26,591.   This 
figure  consistently  increased  and  by  1960  it  had  risen  to  54,226 
persons,  marking  a  104  percent  increase  in  county  population 
during  the  sixty  year  span.   The  greatest  population  increase 
occurred  in  the  decade  from  1920  to  1930.   During  this  period 
the  county's  po pu  la ce  incr ea se d  by  20.6  percent.   The  depression 
brought  an  abrupt  end  to  this  growth  pattern  and  during  the 
1930's  the  county  increased  by  only  2.5  percent.   Edgecombe  has 
continued  to  gain  population  steadily  at  a  rate  of  4.7  percent 
per  decade  since  1940. 
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National^  State  and  Regional  Comparisons 

Edgecombe  County's  growth  rate  is  considerably  below  the 
national,  state  and  regional  patterns.   Between  1950  and  1960 
the  county  increased  by  4,7  percent  while  State  Economic  Area 
number  8  increased  by  10,9  percent.   The  population  of  the  U.S. 
increased  by  18.5  percent  and  North  Carolina  increased  by  12.2 
percento   Reliable  population  projections  indicate  that  Edgecombe's 
growth  is  slightly  lower  percentage  wise  than  it  was  during  the 
1950'sj  however,  by  1970  this  slower  increase  is  expected  to 
level  off  and  the  projected  increase  between  1970  and  1980  is 
calculated  to  be  5.6  percent  or  higher^ 


Rural  to  Urban  Growth  Patterns 

The  rural  to  urban  population  shift  is  very  evident  in 
Edgecombe  County.   In  1900,  the  county's  population  was  almost 
exclusively  agriculturally  based,  with  93.7  percent  of  the 
citizens  living  on  farms.   By  1930  the  urban  population  had  in- 
creased significantly  and  accounted  for  34  percent  of  the  total. 
By  1960  the  county's  inhabitants  still  could  not  be  categorized 
as  urban  but  their  preference  for  non-farm  living  had  increased 
appreciably.   In  that  year,  42  percent  of  the  population  was 
urbano   Of  the  30,990  individuals  continuing  to  live  in  rural 
areas  in  1960,  only  51  percent  elected  to  live  on  farms.   Statis- 
tical figures  for  the  period  from  1930  to  1960  indicate  a  37 
percent  decrease  in  persons  living  on  farms.   This  growth  pattern 
is  indicative  of  an  urban-rural  paradox-   It  points  out  that 
while  many  people  in  EdgecoTibe  have  taken  advantage  of  the  increas- 
ing industrial  expansion  in  Tarboro,  Rocky  Mount,  and  Pinetops, 
they  still  want  to  retain  some  semblance  of  their  traditional 
agricultural  environment. 

The  rural  to  urban  shift  can  be  easily  traced  in  the  growth 
of  Edgecombe  County's  towns  and  cities.   The  Town  of  Tarboro  has 
grown  at  an  average  rate  of  8-6  percent  per  decate  since  1910. 
Tarboro  had  its  lo-est  population  growth  during  the  decade  from 
1950  to  1960  but  Increased  industrialization  insures  that  the 
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EDGECOMBE         COUNTY 

NORTH        CAROLINA 

TOWNSHIPS    SHOWING     THE 
GREATEST     POPULATION    INCREASE 

% 

1950  -  I960 

town  will  grow  significantly  in  the  future.   If  this  growth  pattern 
follows  recent  rural  to  urban  trends,  the  increase  in  town  popula- 
tion will  come  from  rural  areas  within  Edgecombe  County  rather 
than  from  in-migrat i on .   Rocky  Mount  is  Edgecombe's  primary  city. 
It  has  had  a  steady  growth  rate  of  12,6  percent  per  decade. 
During  the  decade  from  1950  to  1960  Rocky  Mount  grew  by  13.9 
percent  and   indications  are  that  this  growth  trend  will  continue 
through  1980.   Edgecombe  County  ranked  3rd  in  urban  classed  popu- 
lation among  all  seven  counties  in  SEA  #8. 

Township  Growth  Patterns 

The  only  townships  that  gained  population  in  Edgecombe 
County  between  1950  and  1960  were  Tarboro,  Swift  Creek,  Lower 
Town  Creek,  and  Rocky  Mount,   The  increasing  percentage  of  non- 
farm  population  within  the  county  can  be  found  in  these  four 
townships.   The  population  increases  in  Tarboro  and  Rocky  Mount 
may  be  accredited  to  the  urbanization  of  the  two  cities  bearing 
the  same  names  and  the  increasing  number  of  individuals  living 
within  the  rural  areas  of  the  township  who  are  commuting  to  the 
industrial  plants  located  in  Tarboro  and  Rocky  Mount,   Swift 
Creek  Township  gained  population  because  the  Town  of  Battleboro 
is  located  within  it  and  because  it  is  a  residential  fringe  area 
for  Rocky  Mount,   The  growth  of  the  Towns  of  Macclesfield  and 
Pinetops  may  be  credited  as  the  reason  for  Lower  Town  Creek 
Township's  population  increase. 

Changing  Age  Groups 

A  comparison  of  the  ages  and  age  groups  within  a  region  is 
important  because  it  indicates  whether  or  not  the  region  is 
growing.   In  the  discussion  of  Edgecombe  County's  age  brackets 
this  report  is  primarily  concerned  with  the  "productive  age  group". 
The  term  "productive  age  group"  refers  to  those  individuals 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  64  years  who  generally  compose  the 
labor  force  within  an  area.   In  this  report  the  "productive  age 
group"  shall  simply  be  referred  to  as  the  "PAG". 
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POPULATION  OF  E 


TABLE  #2 
DGECOMBE  COUNTY  TOWNSHIPS 
1910-1960 


1910 

11 

20 

Edgecombe 

32, 

010 

37, 

995 

County 

TOWNSHIPS 

Tarboro 

6, 

271 

6, 

778 

Lower  Conetoe 

2, 

347 

2, 

420 

Upper  Conetoe 

2, 

,107 

2, 

,190 

Deep  Creek 

1, 

,433 

1, 

,397 

Lower  Fishing 
Creek 

1, 

,682 

1  , 

,822 

Upper  Fishing 
Creek 

l; 

,433 

2, 

,547 

Swift  Creek 

1.. 

,365 

1; 

,508 

Sparta 

1; 

,496 

1; 

,937 

Otter  Creek 

1 

,555 

2 

,046 

Lower  Town 
Creek 

1 

,330 

1 

,821 

Walnut  Creek 

1 

,  179 

1 

,289 

Rocky  Mount 

5 

,898 

8 

,734 

Cokey 

1 

,255 

■  1 

,552 

Upper  Town 
Creek 

659 

954 

1930     1940    1950 
47,894   49,162  51,634 


1,835 


1960 
54,226 


9,157  10,290  11,878  13,228 

2,583  2,046  1,839  1,741 

2,599  2,350  2,152  2,035 

1,440  1,471  1,375  1,144 


1,729   1,577 


1,521 


3,273  3,147  3,105  2,923 

2,753  2,621  2,573  2,610 

2,224  1,999  2,007  1,850 

2,392  2,220  2,144  1,993 

2,236  2,238  2,614  2,748 

1,482  1,343  1,313  1,297 

12,869  14,919  16,241  18,601 

1,798  1,726  1,611  1,475 


1,253  1,063       1,205 


1,060 


1950-1960 
Increase 

or 
Decrease 


+1,350 

-98 

-117 

-231 

-56 

-182 

+  37 

-157 

-151 

+  134 

-16 

+2,360 

-136 

-145 


Age  Group 

1950 

0-4 

7,131 

5-19 

15,898 

20-39 

15,274 

40-59 

9,406 

60  + 

3,925 

Total 

51,634 

TABLE  #3 
COUNTY  POPULATION  BY  AGE  GROUPS 

1960 

7  ,075 
18,693 
12,601 
10,810 

5,047 
54,226 


1970 

1980 

6,7  40 

6,420 

21,354 

24,240 

10,139 

8,100 

12,064 

13,380 

6,344 

7,860 

56,641 

60,000 
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If  a  county  does  not  have  a  large  segment  of  its  population 
within  the  PAG  it  will  have  a  difficult  time  maintaining  a  stable 
economic  base.  Industrial  corporations  characteristically  choose 
factory  locations  with  high  PAG  population  counts.   Such  cor- 
porations realize  that  they  must  have  a  constant  supply  of  train- 
able labor  to  meet  their  production  requirements.   It  is  very 
important  that  Edgecombe  County  maintain  a  constantly  growing 
PAG  population. 

The  PAG  in  Edgecombe  County  decreased  from  53.4%  of  the 
total  population  in  1950  to  48 . 5%  in  1960,  and  this  represents 
a  five  percent  decline  over  the  decade  or  a  loss  of  1,074  persons, 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  even  though  the  PAG  is  decreasing, 
the  0  to  19  year  old  age  bracket  is  on  the  rise. 

This  indicates  that  persons  migrating  out  of  Edgecombe 
County  do  not  have  large  numbers  of  children  and  are,  for  the 
most  part,  young  adults  between  the  ages  of  20  and  30.   This 
last  statement  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  the  20  to  24  year  old 
age  bracket  decreased  by  1,283  persons  during  the  1950  to  1960 
decade . 


Racial  Composition  and  Migration 

Edgecombe  County  is  the  only  county  in  SEA  #8  which  had  more 
than  fifty  percent  of  its  population  composed  of  Negroes  in  1960. 
In  that  year  the  Negro  population  accounted  for  51 7o  of  the  total. 
The  large  number  of  Negro  citizens  within  the  county  is  reflec- 
tive of  Edgecombe's  strong  agricultural  tradition.   At  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War  the  county  had  some  of  the  most  active 
plantations  in  North  Carolina. 

Current  trends  in  natural  increase  and  in  migration  patterns 
indicate  that  the  racial  composition  will  soon  be  reversed. 
During  the  decade  from  1950  to  1960  the  white  population  gained 
at  a  rate  of  4.8  percent  while  the  Negro  population  increase  was 
slower  at  4.6  percent. 


TABLE  #4 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 

CHANGES  IN  SEX  COMPOSITION  BY  COLOR 
1950-1960 


Males 

Under  18  years 
18-64 

65  years  and 
over 

Tota  1  Ma les 


1950 


1960 


1950-1960 
Percent  Change 


Nonwhite   White   Nonwhit e   White   Nonwhite 


4,454    6,169    4,972 
7,052    6,089    6,892 

643      535      821 


7  ,342 
5,615 

612 


12,149   12,793   12,685    13,551 


11.6 
-2.3 


27.7 

4.4 


18.7 
-7  .8 


14.  4 
5.9 


Fema  les 

Under  18  years    4,343    6,377    4,726     7,246 
18_64  7,533    6,949    7,517     6,525 

65  years  and 

over  793      697    1,164       812 


Total  Females  12,669   14,023   13,407    14,583 


8.8 

13.6 

-0.2 

-6.1 

46.8 

16.5 

5.8 

4.0 

In  1960  there  was  a  fairly  even  distribution  of  both  Negroes 
and  whites  in  each  age  group;  however,  there  were  certain  signi- 
ficant variations.   Negroes  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and 
thirty-nine  were  leaving  the  county  at  a  much  higher  rate  than 
white  citizens  in  the  same  age  group.   Between  1950  and  1960  the 
Negro  population  continued  in  its  trend  of  higher  birth  rates 
but  even  with  this  increase  the  total  number  of  births  in  Edgecombe 


County  dropped  significantly.   The  U.S 


intly  has  the  lowest 


birth  rate  that  it  has  had  since  the  depression  and  Edgecombe  is 
following  this  trend.   Births  within  the  county  dropped  from 
24.4  per  thousand  population  in  1962  to  19.5  per  thousand  popula- 
tion in  1966. 

Edgecombe  County  is  slowly  gaining  in  population  even  though 
outmigration  is  probably  due  to  increased  agricultural  mechaniza- 
tion which  has  taken  away  many  traditional  agricultural  employment 


13. 


opportunities.   Many  young  persons  (primarily  Negroes)  are  leaving 
the  county  in  search  of  better  employment  opportunities  in  the 
large  urban  areas  of  the  state  and  nation.   Edgecombe  increased 
by  4,341  persons  from  1960  to  1965.   Outmigration  for  the  same 
period  was  3,585  indicating  a  net  gain  of  756  persons.   It  is 
difficult  to  estimate  the  effect  that  recent  industrial  expansion 
has  had  on  the  county's  population  but  it  should  be  assumed  that 
certain  gains  have  been  made. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  CHARACTERISTICS 

Int roduct  ion 

This  section  of  the  Economic  Potential  Study  will  be  con- 
cerned with  the  sociological  make-up  of  Edgecombe  County's 
citizens,  and  it  goes  beyond  the  statistical  outline  presented 
in  the  first  section.   It  is  not  enough  to  know  the  population 
total,  their  comparative  ages,  and  their  migration  patterns.   It 
is  equally  or  more  important  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
their  educational  background,  their  annual  income,  the  condition 
and  adequacy  of  their  housing,  in  short,  a  knowledge  of  their 
social  ways  and  the  environment  in  which  they  live.   An  investi- 
gation of  this  data  as  it  related  to  other  material  in  this  report 
should  help  the  reader  to  understand  more  fully  the  county's 
people  and  their  economy. 


Educat  ion 


The  slogan  "tomorrow  belongs  to  the  educated"  has  become 


ncreasingly  valid  in  recent  years, 


Never  before  in  the  history 


of  the  United  States  has  so  much  emphasis  been  put  on  formal 
education.   The  majority  of  business  and  industrial  recruiting 
managers  base  their  employment  criteria  around  educational 
attainment  levels.   It  is  therefore  ultimately  important  to 
Edgecombe  County's  economic  structure  that  its  schools  produce 
alert  and  responsive  young  citizens. 
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In  1967  the  Division  of  School  Planning  of  the  N.  C. 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  produced  a  survey  of  Edgecombe 
County's  educational  facilities.   From  the  material  presented  in 
the  report  it  is  obvious  that  the  county's  educational  program 
is  in  poor  condition.   The  report  graphically  points  out  the  need 
for  a  critical  reevaluation  of  the  two  local  school  systems  by 
the  Edgecombe  citizens. 

The  number  of  students  graduating  from  high  school  and  pur- 
suing a  college  diploma  is  pitifully  small  in  Edgecombe  County, 
Table  5  indicates  that  Edgecombe  County  is  far  below  the  state 
and  the  nation  in  median  years  of  education  per  person.   In 
1960,  the  county  had  a  median  education  of  7.8  years  while  10.6 
years  were  recorded  for  the  total  U.  S.   Only  26.5  percent  of 
Edgecombe's  population  had  completed  high  school  while  the  state 
figure  was  32.3  and  the  national  total  was  41  percent. 

TABLE  #5 

SCHOOLING  OF  POPULATION 
25  YEARS  OF  AGE  AND  OLDER 

1960 


TOTAL 
EDGECOMBE   TARBORO   NORTH  UNITED 

COUNTY        CITY   CAROLINA   SOUTH   STATES 


Median  S  choo  1  Ye; 
Completed 


7  . 


.9      8.9        9,5     10.6 


Percent  of  Population 
Completed  Less  Than 
Five  Years  of  School 


26.6 


22,2     16.5      14.0      8.3 


Percent  of  Population 
Completed  High  School 
or  More 


26.5 


34.3     32.3      35.2     41.0 


U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1960, 
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Both  the  county  and  the  Town  of  Tarboro  have  school  systems 
and  both  of  those  systems  appear  to  be  failing  in  motivating 
students  towards  higher  education.   Of  the  684  pupils  from  the 
Edgecombe  County  School  Unit  enrolled  in  the  eighth  grade  in 
1961-1962,  only  443  managed  to  finish  high  school.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  students  from  the  Tarboro  School  Unit  were 
below  the  county  schools  and  only  58  percent  of  the  1961-1962 
eighth  grade  students  graduated  from  Tarboro  High  School  in  1966, 
There  appears  to  be  a  lack  of  higher  education  inspiration  among 
the  county  unit  students,  because  in  1966  only  28  percent  of  the 
graduating  high  school  classes  attended  a  four  year  college,  two 
year  college,  or  vocational  training  school  such  as  the  Edgecombe 
Technical  Institute.   Tarboro  had  a  higher  percentage  of  students 
attending  collage  or  trade  schools. 

In  all  fairness  it  should  be  stated  that  many  youngsters 
living  in  Edgecombe  County  attend  school  in  Rocky  Mount  which 
has  an  excellent  educational  system.   The  city's  outstanding 
educational  program  is  reflected  in  the  number  of  students  who 
are  attending  trade  schools,  colleges  and  universities  after 
they  have  graduated  from  high  school.   Fifty-two  percent  of 
Rocky  Mount's  graduating  seniors  continued  their  education  after 
high  school  while  only  twenty-eight  percent  of  the  county  students 
did  1  ikewi  se . 

There  is  an  obvious  difference  in  the  Edgecombe  County 
School  Unit  Schools  and  the  Tarboro  City  Unit  Schools,  in  terms 
of  funds,  facilities  and  personnel.   The  1966-1967  expenditure 
per  pupil  in  the  Tarboro  Unit  was  $47,79  while  the  County  School 
Unit  expenditure  was  only  $30,81.   Both  Pattillo  High  School  and 
Tarboro  High  School  have  a  wider  range  of  secondary  curriculum 
course  offerings  than  do  the  county  schools.   Of  the  six  county 
high  schools  examined,  only  three  had  courses  in  music,  none  had 
courses  in  art,  and  none  taught  more  than  one  foreign  language. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  every  high  school  in  the  county 
unit  had  at  least  three  course  offerings  in  agriculture  yet  none 
of  them  had  courses  in  trades  or  industrial  skills  and  only  two 


TABLE  //t6 

FOLLOW  UP  SURVEY  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES 

1962-1966 


Q  O  2  U 

w  cj  :3  SO 

<  M  2  U 

H  u  ;=>  w 

1965-66 
1961-62* 

1965-66 
1961-62* 

Number  of  High  School  Graduates 

443 

189 

Enrollment  of  Eighth  Grade  Four 
Years  Preceding 

684 

324 

Numbers  and  Percent  of  Graduates 
Entering  College 

Four-Year  College:     No. 

62 

53 

7o 

14,0 

28.0 

Two-Year  College  or 

Its  Equiva lent  s         No . 

4 

11 

7„ 

0,9 

5.8 

Number  and  Percent  of  Graduates 
Continuing  Education  or  Training 
Other  Than  College: 

No, 

57 

2  6 

7o 

12,9 

13.8 

Number  and  Percent  of  Graduates 
Entering  Military  Service  or 
Gainfully  Employed 

Military:               No, 

43 

7 

7„ 

9,  7 

3,7 

Employed:               No, 

196 

75 

% 

44„2 

39.7 

Number  and  Percent  of  Graduates 
Not  Accounted  For: 

No. 

81 

17 

7o 

18,3 

9.0 

*Indicates  the  year  that  the  students  entered  high  school. 

Source:   Principal's  Preliminary  Reports,  Follow-up  Survey  North 
Carolina  High  School  Graduates,  and  compilation  by  North 
Carolina  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Division  of 
Research  and  Statistics. 
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schools  taught  a  course  in  vocational  education^   Increased 
mechanization  has  put  a  bind  on  agricultural  employment  opportu- 
nities.  The  children  in  the  Edgecombe  County  Unit  Schools  might 
benefit  more  from  vocational  or  industrial  training  courses  which 
would  prepare  them  for  positions  with  local  companies. 

TABLE  in 
SECONDARY  CURRICULUM  COURSE  OFFERINGS 
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CO  :i3 

M  Q 
Q  CxJ 

CO 

-J 

<: 

H 
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EDGECOMBE  COUNTY  UNIT 
Carver 

4 

6 

4 

5 

2 

7 

3 

3 

2 

1 

37 

Cone  t  oe 

4 

5 

3 

5 

2 

7 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

39 

North  Edgecombe 

4 

6 

3 

4 

2 

5 

4 

5 

2 

1 

36 

Phillips 

5 

4 

3 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

32 

South  Edgecombe 

4 

4 

5 

4 

2 

5 

6 

4 

2 

36 

West  Edgecombe 

6 

5 

4 

5 

2 

5 

3 

3 

2 

1 

36 

TARBORO  CITY  UNIT 
Pattillo 

4 

5 

4 

4 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

37 

Tarboro 

4 

5 

5 

8 

3 

Ll. 

6 

4 

-  5 

1 

3 

2 

_ 

1 

3 

52 

lource:   North  Carolina  School  Preliminary  Report 


1967-196J 
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Fami ly  Income 

The  study  of  family  income  will  almost  always  give  a  vivid 
picture  of  the  economic  backbone  of  an  area.   Blighted  homes, 
underfunded  schools;  and  closed  stores  and  shops,  all  result  from 
a  lack  of  consistent  and  visible  income.   The  economic  base  of 
any  area  is  undeniably  dependent  upon  the  ability  of  each  family 
in  that  community  to  purchase  goods  and  services.   It  is  therefore 
important  that  this  report  study  the  income  of  Edgecombe  County's 
fami lies. 

Edgecombe  is  very  low  in  terms  of  income  per  family.   The 
1960  U.  S.  Census  reported  that  fifty-one  percent  of  the  county's 
families  were  making  less  than  $3,000  per  year»   This  percentage 
figure  is  substantially  below  the  national  and  state  family 
incomes.   The  county's  low  family  income  is  consistent  throughout 
the  income  level  brackets.   Proof  of  this  statement  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  in  1960  only  five  percent  of  Edgecombe's  families 
were  earning  more  than  $10,000  a  year  while  the  national  figure 
for  this  same  year  was  fifteen  percent, 

TABLE  #8 

INCOME  OF  FAMILIES  IN  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 
AND  NORTH  CAROLINA,  1960 


0  -  $3 

,000 

$3  ,000-$5,000 

$5,000-$7,000 

$7,000  And 
Over 

Number 

Per- 
cent 

Number 

Per- 
cent 

Number 

Per- 
cent 

Numb  er 

Per- 
cent 

County 
Families 

5,975 

51,1 

2,425 

20.7 

1,691 

14.5 

1,608 

13.7 

Tarbor 0 
Families 

655 

32.1 

489 

23.9 

442 

21.6 

456 

22.3 

Urban  N  .C  . 
Families 

121,617 

2  6,9 

113,034 

25.0 

9  5,657 

21.2 

121,832 

27.0 

All  N.C. 
Families 

405,579 

37.2 

275,989 

25.3 

199,830 

18.3 

210,258 

19.2 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  Census,  I960, 
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These  statements  of  low  income  are  further  substantiated  by 
an  analysis  of  family  incomes  within  individuals  townships.   In 
1960,  eighty-five  percent  of  the  county  had  family  incomes  which 
were  below  the  national  poverty  level,    Tarboro  and  Rocky  Mount 
Townships  were  the  only  areas  where  families  had  a  cumulative 
yearly  income  of  more  than  $3,000,  Edgecombe's  north-northeast 
section  composed  of  Upper  Conetoe.,  Deep  Creek,  Lower  Fishing 
Creek,  and  Upper  Fishing  Creek  Townships  had  the  lowest  income. 
The  poorest  of  the  four  townships  was  Upper  Fishing  Creek  which 
had  a  median  family  income  of  $1,026  and  a  non-white  median  family 
income  of  $812  per  year» 

TABLE  #9 

MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME  BY  TOWNSHIP 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 

1960 


Township 
Tarboro 

T 
N 
F 

Ota  1 

umber  of 
ami  lies 

3,300 

Median  Family 
Income 

Non-White  Median 
Family  Income 

$3,843 

$1,902 

Lower  Conetoe 

275 

1,835 

1,203 

Upper  Conetoe 

277 

1,  189 

817 

Deep  Creek 

182 

1,292 

862 

Lower  F  i  sh  ing 

Cr  ee 

k 

189 

1,157 

817 

Upper  Fishing 

Cree 

k 

456 

1,026 

812 

Swift  Creek 

368 

2,059 

1,539 

Sparta 

275 

1,57  1 

899 

Otter  Creek 

47  5 

2,420 

704 

Lower  Town  Creek 

606 

2,466 

1,391 

Walnut  Creek 

182 

1,200 

761 

Rocky  Mount 

4 

,7  40 

3,804 

2,247 

Cokey 

189 

1,498 

823 

Upper  Town  Creek 

184 

2,286 

816 

Source:   U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census,  1960 

^This  income  (about  $2,700  in  1962)  lies  between  public  assistance 
budget  levels  and  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  estimates  of  the  cost 

of  maintaining  an  "adequate  standard  of  living",  S lums  and  Social 

Insecurity,  Alvin  L.  Schorr,  U.S.  Dept.  of  Health,  Education  and 

Welfare ,  Research  Report  in,     1962,  page  2.  U.S.  Government  Printinj 
Office  = 
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The  recent  rise  in  welfare  cases  within  the  county  is  another 
point  which  substantiates  the  low  income  level.   Aid  to  families 
with  dependent  children  has  more  than  doubled  since  1960.   It 
appears  that  more  and  more  families  are  seeking  welfare  aid  for 
their  children  even  though  the  overall  birth  rate  is  continuing 
to  decrease.   Old  age  assistance  payments  have  not  changed  markedly 
since  1960.   The  county's  low  level  of  old  age  payments  indicates 
that  the  elderly  probably  have  a  stable  yearly  income  from  pen- 
sions, retirements,  etc.   Two  factors  may  be  cited  for  the  increase 
in  welfare  payments.   First,  a  recent  public  awareness  of  available 
welfare  funds  and  a  less  restrictive  policy  on  the  part  of  welfare 
officials  has  resulted  in  more  payment  applications.   Second, 
there  seems  to  be  a  correlation  between  increased  welfare  applica- 
tions and  poor  agricultural  years. 

TABLE  #10 

NUMBER  OF  WELFARE  CASES 
EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 
1960-1969 


1960-61 
1961-62 
1962-63 
1963-64 
1964-65 
1965-66 
1966=67 
1967-68 
1969* 


OAA 
485 

467 

477 

471 

460 

476 

465 

468 

472 


AFDC 
626 

641 

660 

67  1 

706 

7  48 

971 

1,261 

1„579 


144 
142 
163 
164 
184 
202 
215 
2  49 
283 


Old  Age  Assistance 


Aid  to  Families  With  Dependent  Children 

*^Aid  to  the  Permanently  and  Totally  Disabled 

*N umber  of  cases  February.,  1969 

Sources   Unpublished  Report,  Editha  M.  Ponder,  Chief  of  Research 
and  Statistics,  N.  C.  Department  of  Public  Welfare, 
March  25,  1969. 


There  is  an  ever  widening  margin  between  urban  and  rural 

income.   An  examination  of  the  township  incomes  indicates  that 

the  agricultural  areas  have  the  lowest  household  income.   Families 

living  in  rural  areas  may  be  supplementing  their  wages  by  growing 

vegetable  gardens  and  by  raising  livestock  but  it  is  doubtful 

that  these  two  factors  are  helping  to  any  large  degree.   The 

Office  of  Economic  Opportunity  estimated  that  in  1966  Edgecombe 

County's  median  income  was  $4,065.    This  figure  is  backed  up  by 

another  source  which  estimated  that  in  1967,  fifty-seven  percent 

2 
of  the  county's  families  were  earning  $5,000  or  less  per  year. 

Hous  ing 

Housing  is  probably  the  most  graphic  symbol  of  an  area's 
economic  stability.   Never  before  in  the  history  of  our  nation 
have  people  put  such  a  high  value  on  housing.   Sociologists  and 
psychologists  have  known  for  years  that  the  mental  well-being  of 
a  person  is  directly  related  to  his  physical  and  social  environ. 
In  other  words,  the  manner  in  which  a  person  perceives  himself 
in  relation  to  his  home  may  have  a  strong  influence  on  his  mental 
attitude  towards  life.   It  is  important  that  this  study  examine 
Edgecombe's  housing  inventory  because  every  family  deserves  a 
decent,  safe,  and  sound  home.   In  September,  1968,  the  Division 
of  Community  Planning  completed  a  survey  of  housing  within 
Edgecombe  County.   Data  gathered  during  the  survey  was  used  in 
both  this  report  and  the  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study.   The 
housing  survey  was  based  on  the  external  appearance  of  the 
structures.   The  housing  was  graded  and  divided  into  three  separate 
categories.   The  three  categories  are  as  follows: 


Community  Profile,  Edgecombe  County,  North  Carolina,  Office  of 
Economic  Opportunity,  page  CP-004,  1966. 

'Sales  Management,  Vol.  100,  iH2  ,    Sales  Management  Inc.,  New  York, 
pp.  D148-D156,  June  10,  1968. 
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Standard : 


Det  er  lorat  mg  ; 


Dilapidated : 


Refers  to  housing  which  is  in  sound  condition 
with  no  visible  defects  in  construction. 

Refers  to  the  broadest  classification  of 
housing.   Homes  classified  as  deteriora- 
ting have  significantly  more  defects  than 
do  those  in  the  standard  classification, 
however,  such  defects  can  be  easily  re- 
paired. (Examples:   missing  shingles,  loose 
sideboards,  peeling  paint,  etc.). 

Refers  to  housing  which  is  beyond  economi- 
cal repair  and  which  is  usually  undesirable 
for  human  habitation.   (Example:  crumbling 
foundation,  cracking  sidewalk,  etc.). 


For  county  report  purposes  none 


f  the  homes  located  within 


urbanized  areas  were  included  in  the  total  home  count.   The  Cities 
and  Towns  of  Conetoe,  Macclesfield,  Pinetops,  Princeville,  Rocky 
Mount,  Sharpsburg,  Tarboro  or  Whitakers  were  not  included  in  the 
housing  count.   It  should  be  noted  that  the  housing  in  these  areas 
is  substantially  sounder  than  that  found  in  rural  areas.   The 
Town  of  Tarboro  is  a  case  in  point.   According  to  the  U.S.  Census, 
only  five  percent  of  the  housing  was  dilapidated  and  only  twenty- 
eight  percent  was  deteriorating  in  1960.   These  two  figures  are 
much  lower  than  rural  county  housing  averages  and  it  is  believed 
that  most  of  the  other  urbanized  areas  follow  this  better  housing 

trend . 

An  examination  of  the  blighted  housing  map  indicates  that 
there  is  a  definite  corresponding  pattern  between  areas  marked 
by  low  family  income  and  by  townships  with  the  highest  percent 
of  poor  housing.   As  noted  in  the  section  on  family  income,  the 
northeast  quadrant  of  Edgecombe  had  the  highest  percentage  of 
blighted  homes.   The  most  blighted  township  in  this  area  was 
Upper  Fishing  Creek  in  which  only  29  of  3  47  homes  were  considered 
standard  and  in  which  ninety-two  percent  of  the  homes  were  con- 
sidered deteriorating  or  dilapidated. 
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TABLE  yni 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS  BY  TOWNSHIP 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 
1968 


TOWNSHIPS 

VACANT 

STANDARD 

DETERIORATING 

DILAPIDATED 

TOTAL 

Ta  rbor o 

8 

288 

252 

113 

652 

Lower  Cone  toe 

28 

92 

92 

137 

321 

Upper  Cone  toe 

48 

43 

181 

48 

272 

Deep  Creek 

33 

51 

76 

85 

213 

Lower  Fishing 

18 

48 

79 

123 

250 

Creek 

Upper  Fishing 

29 

29 

ISO 

138 

347 

Creek 

Swift  Creek 

14 

84 

106 

143 

333 

Sparta 

27 

62 

115 

126 

303 

Otter  Creek 

24 

104 

153 

88 

345 

Lower  Town  Creek 

11 

64 

113 

87 

264 

Walnut  Creek 

16 

45 

120 

71 

236 

Rocky  Mount 

15 

407 

244 

123 

774 

Cokey 

32 

47 

127 

105 

279 

Upper  Town  Creek 

8 
311 

73 

100 

49 

222 

TOTAL 

1,437 

1,938 

1,436 

4,811 

3  07= 

407o 

307o 

Environmental  Deficiencies 

The  housing  inventory  in  Edgecombe  County  has  a  great  number 
of  environmental  deficiencies.   An  analysis  of  the  housing 
indicates  that  much  of  it  is  lacking  in  essential  health  facili- 
ties such  as  piped  indoor  water,  flush  toilets,  proper  insulation 
etc-   Such  environmental  deficiencies  may  have  severe  effects  in 
the  behavior  patterns  of  those  persons  living  in  these  dwellings. 

In  1960,  fifty-six  percent  of  the  homes  within  Edgecombe 
County  were  rental  units.   This  rental  figure  is  substantially 
above  both  the  state  and  national  levels.   Most  of  the  homes 
within  the  county  were  single  family  units,   Mu  1 1 i- f ami ly ,  or 
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apartment  units  accounted  for  814  structures.   Most  of  the  multi- 
family  units  were  composed  of  duplexes  and  triplexes  and  were 
located  predominantly  in  the  rural  areas  of  the  county.   The 
greatest  number  of  Edgecombe's  environmental  deficiencies  can 
probably  be  found  within  these  rented  units. 

A  visual  survey  of  the  county's  housing  in  1968  indicated 
that  the  largest  number  of  the  units  were  of  wood-frame  con- 
struction.  The  fact  that  fifty-four  percent  of  the  county's 
units  were  constructed  prior  to  1929  is  probably  the  reason  for 
so  many  wood-frame  houses.   By  and  large,  these  homes  have  not 
been  well  maintained,  and  this  is  particularly  true  among  rural 
farm  homes  which  are  barren  of  paint.   Few  of  these  structures 
utilize  modern  insulating  materials.   Since  most  of  the  homes 
are  heated  with  coal  and  wood  burning  stoves  during  the  winter 
months,  it  is  doubtful  that  they  remain  warm  enough  to  meet 
current  health  standards.   Internal  space  is  at  a  minimum  within 
rented  units. 

Rented  homes  had  a  median  figure  of  four  rooms  per  dwelling. 
Since  there  are  more  Negroes  living  in  rental  housing,  and  since 
the  Negro  population  had  had  a  consistent  median  family  size  in 
the  4.9  person  per  household  range,  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that 
a  sizeable  number  of  Edgecombe's  renting  families  are  living  in 
homes  which  are  below  the  nationally  accepted  standard  of  one 
room  per  person.   Owner  occupied  homes  were  slightly  better  with 
a  median  figure  of  5,1  rooms. 

Edgecombe  County's  housing  units  are  lacking  in  both  essential 
and  non-essential  facilities.   They  are  lacking  severely  in 
plumbing  facilities.   Forty-one  percent  of  the  homes  in  the  county 
had  no  bathtub  or  shower.   Thirty-three  percent  had  no  in-door 
toilets  and  twenty-six  percent  of  all  housing  had  no  piped  water 
supply  inside  the  structure.   Most  of  the  homes  lacking  these 
facilities  are  in  rural  areas  where  plumbing  codes  are  not  usually 
enforced.   In  1960,  only  sixty-two  percent  of  Edgecombe  County's 
families  had  washing  machines^   The  number  of  county  households 
having  food  freezers  was  above  the  U.  S.  figure  indicating  that 
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there  are  probably  many  families  in  the  county  who  are  taking 
advantage  of  seasonally  low  prices  on  essential  food  items.   In 
terms  of  communication  media,  the  county  was  below  the  national 
level  having  a  lower  percentage  of  telephones  and  televisions 
per  household. 

With  these  indices  of  blighted  housing  the  county  would 
probably  benefit  greatly  from  a  public  housing  program.   There 
are  two  outstanding  reasons  why  Edgecombe  County  should  have 
public  low  cost  housing  of  some  type.   First,  the  present 
abhorrent  condition  of  the  vast  majority  of  rural  homes  indicates 
that  they  are  unfit  for  human  use   and  that  their  present  occu- 
pants should  be  rehoused.   Seco*id,  the  expected  migration  of 
rural  farm  employees  to  Edgecombe's  urban  areas  will  put  a  strain 
on  existing  and  proposed  middle  class  housing,  much  of  which 
cannot  be  afforded  by  those  who  need  it  mosto 
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ECONOMIC  STRUCTURE 


AGRICULTURE 


Farming  Tradition 

With  511  square  miles  of  fertile  land,  Edgecombe  County  has 
traditionally  been  known  for  its  agricultural  production.   It 
has  consistently  been  among  North  Carolina's  "big"  farming  areas. 
The  county's  agricultural  tradition  extends  back  prior  to  the 
Civil  War  when  it  was  known  throughout  the  South  for  its  annual 
cotton  production. 

Edgecombe  is  larger  than  most  North  Carolina  counties  which 
average  490  square  miles,  but  it  is  below  the  national  average 
of  620  square  miles.   The  county's  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study 
indicated  that  97.8  percent  of  Edgecombe's  land  area  is  rural. 
Agriculture  accounts  for  almost  half  of  the  land  area  with  47.4 
percent  of  the  total  being  used  for  cropland,  grazing,  pasture 
and  other  farm  uses.   The  farm  land  inventory  in  Edgecombe  de- 
creased by  .33  percent  from  1954  to  1959  but  this  was  due  to  more 
restrictive  acreage  requirements  and  did  not  indicate  a  decrease 
in  the  county's  agricultural  fervor. 

In  1959,  Edgecombe  County  had  2,726  farms  with  2,478  of 
them  being  commercial  operations.   Sixty-four  percent  of  the 
nation's  counties  had  a  smaller  number  of  farms  than  did  Edgecombe 
but  with  only  96  acres  per  average  farm,  it  ranked  well  below  the 
national  farm  size  average.   The  reason  for  the  county's  average 
small  farm  size  can  be  found  in  its  high  rate  of  share-crop 
farmers.   Seventy-four  percent  of  the  farms  in  the  county  were 
tenant  operated  in  1959  as  compared  to  19.8  percent  for  the 
na  t  ion  . 

Crop  Production 


Edgecombe  County  is  blessed  with  rich  farming  soils  suited 
to  any  of  the  traditional  Southern  crops  and  this  suitability  is 
reflected  in  the  county's  high  crop  yields  and  total  yearly 
production.   The  county  had  almost  thirteen  million  dollars  alone 


in  tobacco  production  in  1967.   Edgecombe  ranked  high  in  total 
production  among  North  Carolina  farm  counties  in  that  year.   It 
ranked  eleventh  in  grain  and  corn  production,  eighth  in  cotton 
production  and  sixth  in  peanut  production. 

Edgecombe  held  even  or  gained  dramatically  in  almost  all  of 
the  agricultural  categories  except  cotton.   Grain  crops  and  sou- 
beans  led  the  production  increase  figures  from  1960  to  1967.   Corn 
production  increased  by  38  percent,  wheat  was  up  48  percent,  oats 
increased  by  a  tremendous  92  percent  and  soybean  production  was 
up  by  46  percent.    It  should  be  noted  that  some  of  this  increase 
in  grain  crop  production  was  probably  used  for  the  feeding  demands 
of  local  livestock  but  yearly  increases  in  grain  sales  indicate 
that  these  crops  are  now  big  business. 

Tobacco  production  dropped  by  4.1  percent  during  the  1960 
to  1967  period.   This  drop  has  probably  been  caused  by  growing 
restrictions  on  tobacco  acreage  allotments  since  yield  per  acre 
has  continued  to  increase.   Cotton  production  fell  off  sharply 
during  the  seven  year  period  but  still  managed  to  rank  eighth  in 
the  state.   In  1960  cotton  accounted  for  12,000  acres  of  farm 
land  but  by  1967  this  figure  had  dropped  to  just  over  3,000 
acres.   The  severe  decline  in  cotton  production  indicates  that 
the  research  and  development  of  synthetic  fibers  has  taken  over 
cotton's  once  powerful  position  as  the  primary  element  in  the 
clothing  industry. 

Livestock  Breeding 

Livestock  breeding  has  become  a  major  factor  in  Edgecombe 
County's  farming  economy  since  1960.   This  increase  can  be  seen 
in  the  county's  hog  production  which  is  much  higher  than  North 
Carolina  as  a  whole.   Hog  production  increased  by  36  percent 
from  1962  to  1968.   Edgecombe's  milk  cow  and  heifer  breeding 
followed  the  statewide  pattern  and  fell  off  by  38  percent. 


^Unpublished  Report,  North  Carolina  State  University,  Agricultural 
Extension  Service,  March,  1969,  Joe  L.  Perry,  Agricultural 
Extension  Agent. 
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Likewise.-,  poultry  farming  has  not  been  an  agricultural  mainstay 
for  the  county  and  chicken  breeding  fell  off  by  12  percent  during 
the  six  year  period,   A  27  percent  increase  in  beef  cattle  pro- 
duction indicates  that  beef  breeding  could  be  the  coming  thing. 

Agricultural  Change 

An  analysis  of  agricultural  data  indicates  that  Edgecombe 
farms  are  following  a  nationwide  pattern  in  physical  change. 
While  farm  sizes  are  becoming  larger,  the  total  number  of  farms 
is  diminishing.   Farmers  are  finding  that  it  is  more  and  more 
difficult  to  economically  work  small  acreages.   Agricultural 
employment  still  accounts  for  the  largest  segment  of  Edgecombe 
County's  work  force  but  a  move  towards  larger  farms,  increasing 
farm  mechanization,  and  the  rural  to  urban  population  shift 
coupled  with  growing  non-farm  aspirations  on  the  part  of  recent 
high  school  graduates  all  combine  to  indicate  a  constant  down- 
ward trend  in  farm  personnel.   Agricultural  employees  accounted 
for  6,210  positions  in  1962  but  by  196"?  had  dropped  to  4,590 
positions  indicating  a  35  percent  decrease  over  the  five  year 
per  iod  t 

Agriculture  had  been  Edgecombe  County's  economic  backbone 
since  its  earliest  days  and  it  will  continue  to  have  an  important 
role  in  the  county's  economy,  but  expanding  local  industrial 
complex  points  to  the  county's  future  and  it  is  doubtful  that 
farming  will  remain  as  Edgecombe's  dominant  symbol. 
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RETAIL  AND  WHOLESALE  TRADE 

Edgecombe  County  ranked  thirty-fifth  out  of  one  hundred 
North  Carolina  Counties  in  retail  sales  in  1967.    Estimates 
of  annual  retail  sales  vary.   Two  sources  give  the  county  an 
estimated  retail  sales  of  just  over  fifty  million  dollars  for 
1966.   Another  reputable  source  estimates  that  year's  retail 
sales  are  at  over  seventy-two  million  dollars.   While  this  last 
figure  may  be  optimistic,  it  does  point  out  the  fact  that  retail 
sales  have  increased  greatly  since  1960.   The  reader  should  note 
that  inflation  has  probably  played  a  limited  part  in  this  sales 
increas  e . 

Estimated  Retail  Sales  -  1966 
Source  A  $54, 632 , 000 

Source  B  $50,426,000 

Source  C  $72,961,031 

With  its  high  ranking  among  North  Carolina's  counties  and 
its  recent  increase  in  total  sales,  Edgecombe  is  still  low  by 
national  standards.   Per  capita  retail  sales  for  the  county  was 
$894  in  1966  while  per  capita  retail  sales  for  the  nation  during 
the  same  period  was  $1,443.   In  1966,  78  percent  of  the  counties 
in  the  U.  S.  had  estimated  per  capita  retail  sales  which  were 
higher  than  Edgecombe,   Recent  trends,  however,  point  to  a 
brighter  picture  for  both  retail  and  wholesale  trade  within  the 
county.   Retail  and  wholesale  activity  ranked  only  behind 


^Sales  Management,  Vol.  100,  #12,  Sales  Management  Inc.,  New  York 
pp.  D148-D156,  June  10,  1968. 

^Ibid. 

Community  Profile,  Edgecombe  County,  North  Carolina,  Office  of 
Economic  Opportunity,  page  Cp-004,  1966. 

Profile,  North  Carolina  Counties,  Statistical  Service  Center. 


Budget  Division,  North  Carolina  Department  of  Administration, 
Therese  H.  Ramsey,  Statistical  Analyst,  page  33,  1968. 
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agriculture  and  manufacturing  in  number  of  persons  employed  in 
1967,   The  retail  and  wholesale  employment  group  increased  by 
83  percent  from  1940  to  1960  and  is  presently  increasing  at  a 
faster  rate  indicating  a  steady  increase  in  retail  and  wholesale 
activity. 

The  vast  majority  of  retail  and  wholesale  establishments 
located  in  Edgecombe  County  are  found  in  Rocky  Mount,  Tarboro, 
and  Pinetops.   The  development  of  a  shopping  center  in  Northern 
Tarboro  and  the  constant  renovation  of  existing  retail  structures 
indicates  that  store  owners  are  conscious  of  the  county's  expand- 
ing economy^   Reliable  data  indicates  that  the  number  of  retail 
businesses  have  dropped  from  478  in  1954  to  419  in  1963;  however, 
the  county's  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study  pointed  out  that  rural 
county  stores  have  not  been  faring   well  and  have  been  closing 
out  with  regularity.   These  small  stores  cannot  compete  with  the 
larger  shops  found  in  the  urban  areas  and  their  failures  must 
account  for  a  large  portion  of  the  total  unit  decrease  from 
1954, 

Wholesale  trade  acti^/ity  appears  to  be  declining  in 
Edgecombe  County.   In  the  nine  year  period  from  1954  to  1963 
the  number  of  wholesale  establishments  within  the  county  declined 
by  only  four,  but  both  the  total  sales  and  number  of  employees 
had  decreased  significantly.   Sales  dropped  by  forty-two  percent 
during  this  period.   The  number  of  persons  employed  by  wholesale 
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PERCENT       TOTAL      RETAIL     SALES 

-  1966 
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Source:   Community  Profile,  Edgecombe  County,  North 
Carolina  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity, 
page  CP-035,  1966. 
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shops  has  decreased  as  of  late  but  not  at  the  rapid  pace  that  it 
did  during  the  1950's.   From  1954  to  1958,  employment  dropped  by 
10  percent  and  from  1958  to  1960  it  dropped  by  13  percent.   By 
1963,  however,  the  pace  had  slowed  to  4  percent.   The  current 
decline  in  wholesale  activity  is  expected  to  level  off  and  as 
more  industries  and  plants  locate  in  Edgecombe  it  should  become 
a  greater  part  of  the  county's  total  economy. 

TABLE  #14 

WHOLESALE  TRADE  ACTIVITY 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 
1954  -  1963 


1954 

Number  of  establishments 

Sales 

Payrol 1 

Number  of  employees 


68 

$45,828,000 
$1,632,000 
679 


1958 

Number  of  establishments 

Sales 

Payrol 1 

Number  of  employees 


76 

$52,255,000 
$1  ,710,000 
617 


1963 

Number  of  establishments 

Sales 

Payroll 

Number  of  employees 


64 

$32,077  ,000 

$1,894,000 

519 


Source:   Census  of  Manufactures,  1963,  Vol.  Ill,  Area 
Statistics 
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MANUFACTURING 


Industrial  Tradition 


Manufacturing  has  always  been  a  dynamic  part  of  Edgecombe 
County  economy.   In  1870  the  Town  of  Tarboro  founded  the  "Pro- 
gressive Association"  whose  purpose  it  was  to  sponsor  industrial 
development  in  the  county.   In  1881  the  Tarboro  Cotton  Mill  was 
established  and  this  first  plant  later  became  the  site  for  what 
is  presently  a  Burlington  Industries  Plant.   In  1958  Tarboro 
established  the  Tarboro-Edgecombe  Development  Corporation. 

CHART  4 

EMPLOYMENT        INCREASES      IN      MANUFACTURING 

EDGECOMBE      COUNTY 

1962  -  1967 


1965 


o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o 


TOTAL   EMPLOYEES 


Source:   North  Carolina  Work  Force  Estimates  by  County,  Area 
and  State,  August,  1968,  North  Carolina  Employment 
Security  Commission,  L.  D.  Dill,  Director. 
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It  is  the  purpose  of  this  agency  to  recruit  new  industries  to 
the  town  and  county.   This  organization  has  been  most  successful 
and  Edgecombe  County  has  been  fortunate  to  receive  many  new 
industries  since  its  inception. 


ncr ea  s  e  s 


in  Employment 


Manufacturing  presently  accounts  for  the  second  largest  em- 
ployment category  and  will  shortly  become  the  first  in  Edgecombe. 
In  1967,  only  agriculture  with  .9  percent  more  total  employment 
topped  manufacturing.   Data  previously  discussed,  however,  points 
to  a  definite  decline  in  farming  employment  and  Edgecombe  should 
be  an  industrial  county  by  1970. 

Employment  in  manufacturing  increased  by  40  percent  from 
1962  to  1967  and  this  average  annual  increase  of  more  than  7 
percent  per  year  is  significantly  higher  than  both  the  state  and 
nation.   The  growth  rate  is  best  illustrated  by  the  county's 
increasing  taxable  income.   In  1964,  Edgecombe  County  had  a 
greater  taxable  income  than  seventy-nine  percent  of  the  U .  S. 
counties  and  Edgecombe's  first  quarter  wages  per  employee  were 
higher  than  fifty-six  percent  of  the  nation's  counties. 

TABLE  #15 

INCREASES  IN  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 
1962-1967 


Year 

1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 


Total  Emp 1 oy ed 

3,  140 
3,260 
3,600 
3,890 
4,090 
4,420 


Percent  Increase 

3.8 
10.4 
8.0 
5.1 
8.0 


ource:   North  Carolina  Work  Force  Estimates  by  County 
Area  ,  and  State,  August.  1968,  North  Carolina 
Employment  Security  Commission,  L.  D.  Dill, 
Director, 


Major  Indust  r ies 

The  two  largest  individual  industries  under  the  manufacturing 
listing  have  consistently  been  non-electrical  machinery  and 
textiles  production.   Production  of  non- e  1  ec t r i ca  1  machinery 
accounted  for  l,46<i  persons  or  16  percent  of  the  county's  total 
employment  in  1964.   Farm  implement  production  by  the  Long 
Manufacturing  Company  has  probably  been  responsible  for  a  greater 
part  of  the  industrial  expansion  in  this  area. 

The  textiles  industry  has  played  a  strong  role  in  expanding 
Edgecombe's  economy  in  recent  years.   Textile  plant  employees 
accounted  for  37.8  percent  of  all  workers  in  the  1967  manufac- 
turing category.   This  actual  worker  total  of  1,540  employees 
was  an  increase  of  37  percent  from  the  1963  total  of  1,171 
persons  . 


The  constant  expansion  of  manufacturing  plant  facilities  and 
the  increasing  number  of  employees  per  category  insures  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  county  a  greater  degree  of  retail  and 
wholesale  trade  in  the  future.   Manufacturing  payrolls  increased 
from  $6,143,000  in  1954  to  $12,583,000  in  1963.   Wages  during 
this  nine  year  period  increased  by  83  percent.   New  capital 
expenditures  rose  from  $5  2  6,000  in  19  5  4  to  $1,40  0,000  in  1963. 
All  of  these  increases  point  to  a  more  active  economy  for  the 
county . 
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TABLE  #16 

MANUFACTURING  GROUPS,  TOTAL  EMPLOYED 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 

1966 


Group 

Total  Emp 1 oy ed 

Percentage  of 

Total 

Food 

280 

6.8 

Tobacco 

135 

3.3 

Textiles 

1,5  40 

37.8 

Lumber  and  Wood 

125 

3.0 

Furniture 

345 

8.5 

Stone  and  Glass 

80 

1.9 

Other 

1,585 

38.7 

The  Viet  Nam  War  has  not  had  a  great  effect  on  manufacturing 
activity  in  Edgecombe  County  as  most  the  county's  industries 
produce  no  defense  materials. 

Industrial  Locations 


Eighty  percent  of  the  manufacturing  classed  industries  in 
Edgecombe  County  are  located  in  either  Tarboro  or  Rocky  Mount. 
The  Town  of  Pinetops  has  had  some  industrial  expansion  recently 
and  there  are  three  plants  located  there.   The  larger  factories 
in  Edgecombe  include  Burlington  Industries,  Long  Manufacturing 
Company,  Anaconda  Wire  and  Cable  Company,  P-uritan  Sportswear,  and 
Glenoit  Mills.   The  recent  expansion  of  such  large  plants  as 
Glenoit  Mills  indicates  that  there  is  a  permanent  and  stable 
manufacturing  base  in  Edgecombe  County. 


TABLE  #17 

COMPARISON  OF  VALUE  ADDED  PER  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYEE 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 

1953-1963 


Area 


1958  1963 

Value  Added  Per  Employee 
11,320 


Percentage  Change 
28.2 


U.S.A.  8,832 

North  Carolina  6,670  8,606  29.0 

Economic  Area  #8       8,091  9,651  19.3 

Edgecombe  County       3,907  6,549  67.6 

Source:   Census  of  Manufactures,  1963,  Vol.111,  Area  Statistics 


■42- 


LABOR  FORCE 

Int roduc t  ion 

The  study  of  a  county's  labor  force  is  absolutely  essential 
to  understanding  its  economy.   For  the  people,  or  workers,  are 
the  economy.   They  are  the  driving  force  behind  the  cash  registers 
tractors  and  machines  that  help   to  build    Edgecombe's  tomorrow. 
An  analysis  of  such  indicators  as  rate  of  unemployment,  major 
occupations,  recruitable  labor  force  and  wage  scale,  helps  to 
give  a  detailed  picture  of  the  county's  economic  health. 

Major  Occupations 

A  detailed  breakdown  of  the  county's  occupations  is  not 
available  at  present.   The  occupations  breakdown  shown  below  was 
taken  from  1960  U.S.  Census  of  Population  data  and  is  generally 
representative  of  current  occupational  brackets.   Occupational 
bracket  increases  have  not  been  estimated  to  the  present  because 
the  employment  listings  which  would  come  under  the  title  of 
manufacturing  personnel  have  increased  at  such  a  disproportionate 
pace  that  such  bracket  estimates  would  be  inaccurate. 

Farmers  and  farm  managers  made  up  the  county's  largest 
single  occupational  category  in  1960.   Edgecombe  had  less  of  its 
male  labor  force  employed  in  this  bracket  than  did  its  sur- 
rounding counties.   State  Economic  Area  #8  had  19.4  percent  of 
its  male  work  force  employed  as  farmers  and  farm  managers  in 
1960  but  only  17.1  percent  of  Edgecombe's  male  workers  were 
classified  in  thisbracket.   Recent  decreases  in  agricultural 
employment  indicate  that  this  category  has  dropped  to  the  second 
ranking  since  1960. 

Edgecombe  differed  from  SEA  #8  in  that  more  of  the  county's 
male  population  was  employed  as  craftsmen,  foremen  and  operatives. 
The  operatives  category  ranked  second  in  the  county  with  15.8 
percent  of  all  males  being  employed  in  this  category.   The  high 
number  of  males  and  females  in  this  category  is  understandable 
since  it  includes  such  occupations  as  stitchers,  textile  knitters, 
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spinners,  and  weavers.   Farm  laborers  and  farm  foremen  ranked 
fourth  in  total  size  for  both  male  and  female  listings.   While 
the  county's  listing  for  this  group  was  higher  percentage  wise 
than  SEA  #8's,  it  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  this  situation  is 
now  reversed  because  of  the  recent  out-migration  of  Negro  farm 
laborers . 

Males  who  were  employed  in  the  professional,  technical  and 
kindred  worker  classification  occupiedonly  4.1  percent  of  total 
male  population  in  1960  but  due  to  the  recent  increase  in  indus- 
trial expansion  and  a  greater  need  for  professional  expertise, 
this  category  has  probably  increased  sharply.   Female  employment 
has  climbed  significantly  in  the  county  since  1950  when  women 
occupied  only  18  percent  of  the  total  employment.   By  1960  this 
figure  had  climbed  to  35  percent  and  it  should  be  assumed  that 
female  employment  will  continue  to  increase  with  the  national 
t  rend . 

Unemployment  Trends 

Total  employment  in  Edgecombe  County  increased  from  18,090 
in  1962  to  18,910  in  1967  for  a  4,5  percent  increase  over  the 
five  year  period  or  an  annual  average  increase  of  .9  percent. 
These  figures  indicate  that  employment  is  gaining  at  a  much  more 
rapid  pace  than  it  was  between  1950  and  1960  when  it  increased 
by  only  .4  percent.   Expanded  manufacturing  facilities  have  been 
largely  responsible  for  the  current  upswing  in  employment.   The 
number  of  local  high  school  graduates  entering  the  labor  force 
has  increased  from  56,1  percent  in  1962  to  61.2  percent  in  1967. 
This  increase  indicates  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  Edgecombe's 
young  people  to  remain  within  the  county. 

Agricultural  activity  represented  almost  all  of  the  seasonal 
fluctuations  in  the  employment  totals  in  1967,   In  that  year, 
agricultural  employment  varied  from  2,960  persons  in  the  first 
quarter  to  7,220  in  the  third  quarter.   Manufacturing  employment 
totals  did  not  follow  this  trend  and  fluctuated  by  only  12.6 
percent  during  the  same  period.   Obviously,  such  marked  seasonal 
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fluctuations  as  those  shown  by  agriculture  are  not  conducive  to 
a  stable  county  economy, 

Edgecombe's  rate  of  unemployment  has  consistently  dropped 
from  8.0  in  1962  to  5.5  in  1967.   However,  even  with  this 
optimistic  decline  the  county  is  still  above  both  the  state  (3.6) 
and  the  nation  (5.1)  in  terms  of  unemployment.   Much  of  the 
problem  stems  from  the  mechanization  of  local  farms  and  from  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  resulting  unemployed  farm  laborers  do  not 
possess  the  education  or  learned  skills  which  would  permit  them 
to  find  jobs  in  the  manufacturing  plants  or  business  shops. 

TABLE  #19 

RATE  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT 
1962-1968 

North  Carolina       United  States 

5.3  5.6 

5.1  5.7 
4.8  5.2 

4.2  4.6 
3.2  3.9 
3.6  5.1 

North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission,  1968 

The  rate  of  insured  unemployment  is  as  important  if  not  more 
so  than  the  general  unemployment  picture  because  it  indicates  the 
"turnover"  rate  among  experienced  and  skilled  workers.   Edgecombe's 
insured  unemployment  rate  was  below  the  general  unemployment  rate 
by  4„3  in  1968.   But  the  rate  of  1.7  is  still  above  both  the 
state  and  national  rates  based  on  1962-1968  trends. 

TABLE  #20 

RATE  OF  INSURED  UNEMPLOYMENT 
1962-1968 


Year 

Edg 

ecomb  e 

County 

1962 

8.0 

1963 

7.9 

1964 

8.4 

1965 

6.9 

1966 

6.0 

1967 

5.5 

1968 

6.0 

S 

ource : 

North 

Caroli' 

Year 

Edg 

ecombe 

C 

oun 

ty 

N 

or 

th  Carol 

ina 

Un 

lit 

ed  States 

1962 

7.0 

3.7 

4.  3 

1963 

6.9 

3.7 

4.3 

1964 

7.1 

3.2 

3.7 

1965 

6.6 

2.3 

2.9 

1966 

4.7 

1.8 

2.3 

1967 

2.  1 

_ 

_ 

1968 

1.7 

_ 

_ 

Source:   North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission,  1968 
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The  recruitable  labor  force  is  an  important  labor  force 
topic  because  it  indicates  untapped  and  potential  human  resources 
that  can  be  utilized  by  business  and  industry.   The  table  below 
indicates  that  Edgecombe  does  not  have  a  large  recruitable  labor 
force.   This  small  number  is  good  because  it  indicates  that  almost 
all  of  the  county's  trained  labor  is  employed.   Because  of  the 
small  recruitable  labor  force  it  is  important  that  the  county 
maintain  and  enlarge  its  productive  age  group  in  order  that  bus- 
iness and  industry  will  have  a  reservoir  of  new  workers. 

TABLE  #2  1 

RECRUITABLE  LABOR  FORCE 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 
1968 


Male 
Fema 1 e 
Total 


Experienced 

Manufacturing 

Workers 

135 
225 
360 


All  Other 

Experienced 

Workers 

220 
315 
535 


Inexperienced 
But  Referable 
and  Tra  inab le 

60 
320 
380 


Source:   North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission 


Total 

415 

860 

1,275 

196i 


Wage  Scales 

Hourly  wages  and  weekly  earnings  in  the  county  have  increased 
markedly  in  the  last  ten  years.   Annual  average  weekly  earnings 
for  all  of  Edgecombe's  industries  increased  by  25  percent  from 
1960  to  1966.   With  a  gain  of  28.4  percent,  the  county's 
manufacturing  employment  recorded  an  even  higher  weekly  earnings 
increase  over  the  same  period. 

Statistical  data  for  1963  indicates  that  in  that  year  the 
county  was  below  SEA  #8,  the  state  and  the  nation  in  hourly 
wages;  however,  these  figures  do  not  account  for  recent  increases 
and  as  such  are  not  totally  representative  of  the  earnings  picture 
for  the  county.   Agricultural  wages  are  very  low  and  have  dis- 
torted the  data,  but  at  present  persons  employed  in  the  county's 
industries  are  earning  slightly  less  than  the  national  scale. 
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TABLE  ini 

ANNUAL  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  EARNINGS 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 
1960-1968 


Year 


All  Indus tr  ie  s 


Manuf act ur  ing 


County 


1960 

$64.39 

1961 

65.  10 

1962 

68.20 

1963 

70.80 

1964 

73.77 

1965 

77.64 

1966 

80.54 

1967 

85.95 

1968 

94.77 

Source : 

North 

State 

$68.81 
70.82 
74.  16 
76.36 
80.  18 
83.99 
88.52 
99.56 
92.03 


County 

$64.64 
66.02 
68.  16 
71.51 
75.21 
79.53 
83.06 

100.03 


State 

$68.25 
70.03 
73.31 
75.69 
79.94 
83.84 
87.82 
91.67 

100.91 


rolina  Work  Force  Estimates  by  County, 
Area,  and  State,  1966,  North  Carolina  Employment 
Security  Commission,  L.  D.  Dill,  Director 

An  occupational  title  listing  for  fourteen  skilled  and  semi- 
skilled occupations  indicates  that  the  average  wage  in  1967  was 
$2.01  per  hour.   Brick  masons,  electricians,  and  tool  and  dye 
makers  headed  the  wage  levels  while  farm  laborers  earned  the 
least.   While  Edgecombe's  hourly  wage  is  not  a  cause  for  re- 
joicing, it  does  point  to  a  steady  earnings  increase  and  a  more 
stable  future. 


TABLE  #23 

AVERAGE  HOURLY  WAGE 
1963 


Edgecombe  County 
$1.55 


SEA  #8 
$1.66 


North  Carolina 
$1.72 


United  States 
$2.53 


Source:   Census  of  Manufactures,  1963,  Vol.  Ill,  Are; 
Statistics 
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TABLE  #24 

OCCUPATIONS  BY  HOURLY  WAGE  SCALE 

1967 


Occupational  Title 
Janitor 

General  Laborer 
Assemb ler ( "C "  Level) 
Welder 

Production  Operator  ("A"  Level) 
Maintenance  Mechanic 
Electrical 
Tool  and  Dye  Maker 


Hourly  Wage 
$1.45 
1.60 
1.73 
1.97 
2.35 
2.40 
2.55 
2.80 


Clerk  Typist 
Accounting  Clerk 
St  enographer 
S  ecretary 


1.63 
1.74 
1.79 
1.93 


Carpenter 
Bricklayer 


1.83 
3.10 


Source:   Objectives  and  Findings,  Industrial  Locations  Study. 
Tarboroj  North  Carolina,  1967,  Kamp,  Cornwall  and 
Associates 


POTENTIAL  FOR  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT 


INTRODUCTION 

This  section  of  the  Edgecombe  County  Economic  Potential 
Study  will  examine  ways  in  which  the  county's  economic  base  may 
be  strengthened.   The  material  that  has  been  presented  thus  far 
has  been  essential  base  data  upon  which  the  substantive  goals  and 
programs  on  the  following  pages  were  based.   Each  of  the  following 
economic  areas  has  been  broken  into  two  parts.   A  summation  of 
the  most  important  problems  is  provided  and  is  followed  by  various 
methods  for  economically  expanding  that  particular  area. 
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POPULATION 


Summa t  ion 


Edgecombe  County  has  a  tradition  of  population  growth  and  since 
1940  it  has  increased  at  a  rate  of  4.7  percent  per  decade. 

The  county  has  not  grown  as  fast  as  the  state  and  nation  but  if 
industrialization  continues  at  its  present  rate  it  will  heighten 
Edgecombe's  annual  population  increase. 

The  rural  to  urban  movement  will  continue  both  within  and  out- 
side of  the  county. 

The  areas  surrounding  the  Town  of  Tarboro  and  the  City  of  Rocky 
Mount  will  receive  the  brunt  of  Edgecombe's  population  increase. 

The  total  number  of  persons  living  on  farms  will  continue  to 
decrease  as  agricultural  mechanization  increases. 

Swift  Creek  Township  and  Lower  Town  Creek  Township  will  continue 
to  increase  in  population. 

The  productive  age  group  decreased  at  a  rate  of  5  percent  between 
1950  and  1960  and  this  was  caused  by  the  large  outmigration  of 
young  Negroes  . 

By  1970  the  county  should  have  a  higher  number  of  white  residents 

The  birth  rate  will  probably  continue  to  decline  except  in  the 
poverty  pockets  of  the  rural  county  where  it  will  probably 
continue  to  remain  at  a  high  rate. 

In  1960,  51  percent  of  the  county's  families  were  making  below 
$3,000  per  year. 

There  has  been  a  moderate  rise  in  welfare  cases  since  1960  with 
the  highest  increase  being  the  Aid  to  Families  With  Dependent 
Children  category. 

The  county's  rural  housing  is  in  extremely  poor  condition  with 
70  percent  of  the  examined  units  being  either  deteriorated  or 
dilapidated. 

The  greatest  problem  in  terms  of  the  county's  population 
appears  to  be  the  rural  to  urban  shift  in  which  Edgecombe  is 
losing  much  of  its  productive  age  group.   The  magnitude  of  this 
problem  was  brought  out  into  the  open  in  a  recent  U.S.  Senate 
commissioned  conference.   In  making  the  opening  address  Senator 
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Fred  R,  Harris  stated  the  following: 

"The  rural  to  urban  population  shift,  though  historically 
a  national  strength,  has  in  recent  years  become  a  major 
national  problem  which  is  not  now  being  adequately  handled  by 
various  concerned  sectors  of  our  society.   It  has  become  in- 
creasingly clear  that  any  solutions  to  the  already  difficult 
situation  in  the  cities  must  be  accompanied  by  new  efforts  for 
dealing  with  poverty,  inadequate  education,  and  lack  of  job 


opportunities  in  rural  Americ; 


>,  1 


The  county  cannot  continue  to  lose  its  productive  age  group 
at  its  present  rate. 

Recommenda  t  ion  s 


Local  citizens  should  use  every  available  method  of  en- 
couraging young  people  to  remain  within  the  county.   An  agency 
should  be  established  to  help  these  young  people  find  employment 
within  Edgecombe  County. 

Rural  families  with  low  incomes  have  a  much  higher  birth 
rate  than  do  families  living  in  the  urbanized  areas.   These 
families  can  least  afford  the  burdens  of  a  large  household.   An 
action  group  should  be  established  to  train  these  families  in 
methods  of  planned  parenthood. 

Because  of  the  worsening  condition  of  the  rural  county 
housing  inventory  local  authorities  should  adopt  a  minimum 
housing  code.   The  development  of  a  housing  code  and  the  ultimate 
construction  of  public  housing  units  would  do  much  to  help  the 
poor  housing  situation. 

Subdivision  regulations  are  currently  being  prepared  for 
the  county  and  this  should  help  significantly  in  avoiding  the 
pitfalls  of  haphazard  land  subdivision. 


"The  Rural  to  Urban  Population  Shift  a  Nation  Problem,  Committee 
Report,  National  Manpower  Conference,  Senator  Fred  R.  Harris, 
1968  U.  S.  Government  Printing  Office 
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AGRICULTURE 

S  ummat  ion 

Edgecombe  County  is  one  of  North  Carolina's  primary  farming 
counties  o 

Individual  farm  sizes  average  about  96  acres  for  the  county  and 
this  is  well  below  the  national  average  farm  size. 

Seventy-four  percent  of  Edgecombe's  farms  were  tenant  operated 
in  1959  but  it  may  be  assumed  that  this  percentage  has  dropped 
due  to  rural  to  urban  out-migration  and  increased  mechanization. 

In  1967  Edgecombe  County  ranked  very  high  in  grain,  corn,  cotton 
and  peanut  production. 

Tobacco  production  dropped  by  4.1  percent  during  the  1960  to  1967 
period  , 

Livestock  breeding  has  increased  significantly  since  1960, 

The  problems  confronting  the  Edgecombe  County  farmer  are 
numerous^   In  a  recent  interview,  Mr,  John  Bailey,  Director  of 
the  county's  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service 
indicated  that  the  biggest  problem  confronting  the  Edgecombe 
County  farmer  is  the  product  price  and  capital  outlay  ratio. 
While  farming  costs  have  continued  to  rise,  the  price  per  agri- 
cultural product  has  not  increased  proportionately.   An  example 
of  this  price  lock  is  indicated  by  the  unit  price  of  cotton. 
In  1960  Edgecombe  County  cotton  sold  for  32  cents  per  pound  and 
in  1967  the  market  price  had  notchanged  at  all. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  to  make  a  living  at  commercial 
farming  today  one  must  have  at  least  500  acres  of  land  and  $40,000 
worth  of  farm  machinery.   Both  the  acreage  and  the  capital  invest- 
ment are  out  of  the  reach  for  most  of  Edgecombe's  small  farmers. 
Farm  land  prices  within  the  county  range  fron  $300  to  $500  per  acri 
At  this  price,  land  cannot  be  purchased  in  large  tracts.   Few 
small  farmers  have  the  money  to  mechanize  and  an  interview  with 
local  bankers  indicated  that  they  were  hesitant  to  make  large 
farm  loans  without  substantial  security.   This  reluctance  is 
understandable  since  most  of  the  small  farmers  are  not  trained  to 
take  advantage  of  new  agricultural  methods,  in  fact,  most  of  them 
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simply  farm  out  of  habito 

In  1790,  ninety  percent  of  the  nation  made  its  living  on 
the  farm,  but  by  1960  this  figure  had  dropped  to  nine  percent. 
Edgecombe  County  is  following  this  pattern  and  steps  must  be 
taken  to  allow  for  an  orderly  change  from  an  agricultural  to  an 
industrial  economy. 

R  e  c  o  mm  endations 

Grain  crops  have  shown  good  gains  in  recent  years  and  more 
farmers  should  be  encouraged  to  raise  such  crops  as  grain  corn 
and  soybeans. 

Beef  cattle  breeding  is  becoming  big  business  on  Southern 
farms  and  while  it  is  slightly  speculative  it  has  shown  better 
gains  in  recent  years  than  hog  or  poultry  production. 

Small  farmers  should  be  encouraged  to  utilize  some  of  their 
land  for  vegetable  crops  in  order  that  they  may  supplement  their 
low  income  s  » 

Local  action  groups  should  sponsor  farm  "co-ops"  or  pur- 
chasing unions.   In  this  manner  the  cumulative  buying  power  of 
many  small  farmers  will  be  used  to  its  fullest  extent. 

The  Edgecombe  County  School  System  should  slowly  phase  out 
its  agricultural  training  programs.   More  and  more  young  people 
are  leaving  the  farm  for  better  paying  industrial  jobs  and  it 
is  absurd  to  train  individuals  with  skills  that  will  never  be 
put  to  use . 

The  Edgecombe  County  Technical  Institute  is  helping  sig- 
nificantly in  building  the  county's  future  economy  by  its 
efforts  to  train  technical  personnel.   These  facilities  should 
be  enlarged  and  expanded.   With  more  instructors,  and  more 
equipment  the  institute  could  produce  hundreds  of  fully  trained 
technical  workers  for  the  county's  incoming  industries. 
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FORESTRY 

Forestry  has  not  been  mentioned  in  the  material  presented 
thus  far  but  it  has  a  tremendous  potential  within  the  county. 
The  subject  was  discussed  at  length  in  the  Edgecombe  County  Land 
Use  and  Potential  Study  where  some  important  details  were  brought 
forth.   Statistical  data  quoted  herein  has  been  taken  from  this 
study  » 

Summa t  ion 


Topographically  and  physiologically  Edgecombe  County  is  well 
suited  to  the  commercial  growing  of  forest  products. 

The  county  is  almost  evenly  divided  between  forest  and  agricul- 
tural lands  but  little  commercial  forestry  is  carried  on, 

Edgecombe  has  a  large  supply  of  commercially  marketable  trees 
with  an  estimated  880.1  million  board  feet  of  sawtimber  and 
3,300  thousand  cords  of  growing  stock. 

The  continued  preservation  of  the  county's  forests  are  important 
for  reasons  beyond  economic  development.   These  trees  reduce 
flooding  hazards  and  preserve  the  soil.   They  add  great  beauty 
to  the  county  and  provide  a  natural  breeding  area  for  game  and 
wildlife. 

The  biggest  problem  confronting  the  county  in  terras  of 
forestry  is  the  lack  of  concerned  interest  in  it  and  the  failure 
to  see  the  tremendous  economic  potential  in  commercial  logging 
and  milling.   There  is  only  one  lumbering  company  operating  within 
the  county  and  it  is  a  small  mill  located  in  Battleboro,   The 
economic  potential  in  this  area  is  outstanding  and  is  reflected 
in  forestry  growth  patterns  for  the  state.   North  Carolina  has 
continued  to  increase  its  lumbering  activity  and  now  ranks  sixth 
in  the  nation  in  area  of  Commercial  Timberland,   Forest  densities 
have  increased  tremendously  in  recent  years  because  of  new  tree 
farming  methods  insuring  forest  growers  added  economic  benefits. 

Recommenda t  ions 

Local  agricultural  authorities  such  as  FHA ,  ASCS,  and  AES 
should  put  more  emphasis  on  orienting  farmers  towards  methods 
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of  commercial  forestry. 

Plans  should  be  carried  out  to   pool   funds  to  hire  a  trained 
forester.   Such  a  skilled  individual  would  be  invaluable  in  help- 
ing local  tree  growers  make  the  most  of  their  forest  acreage. 

Local  industrial  development  authorities  and  forest  planters 
should  work  together  to  induce  furniture  and  other  wood  products 
industries  into  building  plants  within  the  county.   Such  companies 
would  draw  heavily  on  Edgecombe's  timber  supply. 

A  vocational  training  course  in  timber  management  at  a 
school  such  as  the  Edgecombe  Technical  Institute  might  have  won- 
derful long  term  results. 
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RETAIL  AND  WHOLESALE  TRADE 
Summa t  ion 


The  county  ranked  35th  out  of  North  Carolina's  one  hundred 
counties  in  1967  retail  sales. 

Estimated  retail  sales  in  1966  were  between  fifty  and  seventy- 
three  million  dollars. 

In  1966,  the  county  was  below  both  the  state  and  the  nation  in 
per  capita  wholesale  and  retail  sales. 

The  retail  and  wholesale  employment  group  increased  by  83  per- 
cent from  1940  to  1960. 

The  essential  problem  with  Edgecombe  County's  retail  and 
wholesale  trade  is  that  it  simply  has  not  been  keeping  pace  with 
recent  increases  in  industrial  expansion.   Retail  and  wholesale 
activity  has  continued  to  decline  even  though  employment  and 
wage  scales  have  steadily  increased.   This  simply  indicates  that 
persons  are  buying  products  and  services  outside  of  the  county. 
The  retail  and  wholesale  complex  on  Rocky  Mount's  Nash  County 
side  have  no  doubt  extracted  heavily  from  Edgecombe's  possible 
sale  volume.   The  economic  growth  of  Edgecombe  County's  urban 
areas  is  dependent  upon  their  ability  to  sell  products  and  ser- 
vices.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to  insure  their  growth. 

Recommenda t  ions 

Merchants  in  all  of  the  towns  and  cities  located  within  the 
county  should  form  a  county  retail  and  wholesale  dealers  asso- 
ciation to  consolidate  efforts  towards  more  sales. 

Tarboro  and  Pinetops,  as  well  as  other  small  towns  should 
set  aside  certain  days  each  year  for  town-wide  special  sales. 

Since  small  business  financing  is  particularly  difficult  to 
get  from  local  lending  institutions,  established  retail  and 
wholesale  businessmen  should  form  a  lending  corporation  and  en- 
courage new  investment. 

Efforts  should  be  made  to  paint  and  generally  fix  up  many 
of  the  store  and  building  facades  which  are  in  bad  repair. 

A  county-wide  public  relations  program  should  be  undertaken 
to  show  rural  shoppers  that  their  business  is  appreciated. 
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INDUSTRY 


Sutnma  t  ion 

Edgecombe  County  has  had  a  heritage  of  industrial  recruiting 
since  1870. 

In  1958  the  Town  of  Tarboro  established  the  Tarbor o-Edgecomb e 
Development  Corporation  whose  purpose  it  is  to  recruit  new 
companies . 

Manufacturing  accounts  for  the  second  largest  employment  category 
and  will  shortly  become  the  first  in  the  county. 

The  county's  manufacturing  employment  increased  by  40  percent 
from  1962  to  1967  and  this  is  substantially  higher  than  both  the 
state  and  nation. 

Non-electrical  machinery  and  textiles  production  accounted  for 
two  largest  industrial  categories  in  1968. 

Textile  plant  employment  has  increased  by  37  percent  since  1963. 

Manufacturing  payrolls  increased  from  $6,143,000  in  1954  to 
$12,583,000  in  1963. 

The  Viet  Nam   War  has  not  had  pronounced  effect  on  Edgecombe 
County  industries. 


The  location  of  industrial  plants  has  been  primarily  confined 
to  Tarboro,  Rocky  Mount,  and  Pinetops. 

Recent  expansion  of  existing  plants  indicates  a  firm  industrial 
base  in  Edgecombe  County. 

There  are  no  outstanding  problems  associated  with  industry 
in  Edgecombe  County;  in  fact,  an  optimistic  outlook  for  the 
county's  future  stems  from  its  firm  industrial  foundation.   The 
fact  that  none  of  Edgecombe's  industries  are  affected  by  cyclical 
changes  or  are  based  on  a  "fad"  market,  adds  to  the  county's 
industrial  promise.   The  county  should  be  grateful  for  its  local 
industries  and  its  citizens  should  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  promote  them. 


Recommendations 

Efforts  should  be  made  to  recruit  industries  which  are  not 
oriented  towards  textiles  or  agriculture.   In  this  manner  a 
diversified  industrial  base  will  be  assured,, 

Leaders  in  local  industry  should  form  an  organization  to 
work  towards  drawing  new  plants  to  the  county  and  to  generally 
create  a  better  climate  for  industrial  growth. 

Since  a  recent  interview  with  two  local  Edgecombe  banks  and 
two  savings  and  loan  associations  indicated  a  moderately  tight 
financial  situation,  it  might  be  helpful  if  some  of  the  county's 
financial  leaders  were  to  form  a  lending  corporation  to  help 
responsible  persons  desiring  to  start  new  plants  in  the  county. 

Local  industries  should  be  encouraged  to  develop  training 
programs  which  will  allow  persons  leaving  rural  farm  areas  a 
chance  at  acquiring  new  skills  and  obtaining  employment. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation  and  industrial  expansion  are  undeniably 
interlinked  to  one  another  and  Edgecombe  County  can  be  justly 
proud  of  its  transportation  systems.   This  topic  has  not  been 
discussed  previously  in  this  report  but  it  would  probably  be  wise 
at  this  point  to  reevaluate  the  transportation  data  presented  in 
the  county's  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study. 

S  umma  t  i  on 

Edgecombe  County's  industrial  sites  should  be  planned  and  co- 
ordinated with  a  long-range  major  thoroughfare  plan. 

Railroad  facilities  in  Edgecombe  are  provided  by  the  Seaboard 
Coast  Line.   A  good  network  of  rail  facilities  has  been  provided. 

Carload  shipments  are  dispatched  daily  to  all  major  cities.   A 
direct  route  exists  between  Tarboro  and  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Air  facilities  within  the  county  are  slightly  limited,  but  a 
major  municipal  airport  has  been  planned  for  the  tri-county  area 
of  Nash,  Wilson,  and  Edgecombe  Counties. 

Rocky  Mount  is  served  by  commercial  airlines  with  connections  to 
most  major  cities. 

Edgecombe  County  has  684  miles  of  roadway,  forming  an  excellent 
system  of  major  highways  and  secondary  thoroughfares. 

U.S.  Highway  64  connects  Edgecombe's  geographical  center,  Tarboro 
with  the  Northern  and  Southern  sections  of  the  county. 

The  county  is  also  intersected  by  U.  S,  Highway  253  as  well  as 
State  Highways  43,  44,  122  and  124. 

Tarboro  is  only  twenty  miles  from  Interstate  Highway  95  which, 
when  completed  will  be  a  prime  high  speed  arterial  connecting 
the  Southern  States. 

Edgecombe  County  has  trucking  facilities  which  are  second  to 
none  . 

Fourteen  major  trucking  firms  serve  the  county  and  transit  times 
are  excellent  to  all  major  cities. 
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There  are  really  no  problems  associated  with  Edgecombe's 
transportation  systemso   Highways  are  in  excellent  condition  and 
rural  gravel  roads  are  very  well  maintained.   The  county's 
freight  moving  capacity  is  excellent  with  good  rail  connections 
and  trucking  facilities  that  are  as  good  as  those  found  in 
Charlotte  and  other  major  cities.   The  people  of  Edgecombe  County 
should  continue  to  work  towards  a  good  transportation  program 
because  it  is  fundamental  to  the  county's  economic  development. 

Recommendat  ions 


Municipal  street  planning  programs  should  be  coordinated 
with  the  county's  upcoming  major  thoroughfare  plan. 

The  Director  of  the  county's  Seabord  Coast  Line  Railroad 
should  be  constantly  informed  of  potential  industrial  sites  and 
of  industries  planning  to  move  into  the  county  and  spur  tracks 
should  be  provided  for  them. 

Plans  for  the  Edgecombe,  Nash,  and  Wilson  Counties'  airport 
should  be  completed  as  a  regional  jetport  would  be  a  great  asset 
to  all  of  the  counties, 

A  medium  sized  prop  craft  airport  for  Tarboro  would  be  of 
great  benefit  to  local  businessmen,  industrialists,  etc. 
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EDUCATION 


S'umma t  ion 

A  1967  report  on  city  and  county  schools  by  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  indicated  that  the  Edgecombe 
schools  are  below  standard. 

The  number  of  students  in  the  county  who  are  graduating  from 
high  school  and  going  on  to  college  is  below  regional,  state, 
and  national  levels. 

In  1960,  the  county's  median  education  per  person  was  7.8  years. 

Students  living  within  the  county  are  not  being  motivated  to 
finish  high  school  or  to  attend  any  type  of  center  for  higher 
educat  ion . 

The  Tarboro  School  Unit  Schools  appear  to  be  slightly  better 
then  the  County  Unit  Schools. 

There  are  few  course  offerings  in  art,  music,  and  industrial 
educat  ion . 

The  county's  biggest  educational  problem  is  the  same  one 
that  is  hurting  the  rest  of  the  state,  namely  a  lack  of  sufficient 
funds.   Consolidation  has  no  doubt  helped  to  ease  the  tight 
school  funds  situation  but  the  lack  of  educational  personnel, 
programs  and  facilities  is  obvious  to  anyone  living  within  the 
county.   The  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study  indicated  that  in  the 
area  of  cultural  arts  the  schools  were  particularly  hard  pressed. 
The  citizens  of  Edgecombe  County  are  going  to  have  to  work  harder 
for  better  county-wide  education  if  they  expect  local  children 
to  acquire  skills  that  will  benefit  the  county  in  the  future.   A 
well  balanced  public  education  program  will  produce  the  alert 
young  citizens  that  Edgecombe  must  have  in  the  future. 

Recommenda t  ions 


The  Edgecombe  County  School  System  should  decrease  its 
number  of  agricultural  training  programs  from  23  to  a  number  of 
course  offerings  that  will  more  accurately  parallel  the  number 
of  agriculturally  sound  employment  positions. 
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The  funds  that  are  saved  from  a  decrease  in  agriculture 
course  offerings  should  be  spent  on  vocational  and  industrial 
job  training  as  well  as  career  guidance  in  helping  young  trainees 
find  employment  with  local  firms. 

The  school's  tax  base  should  be  raised  if  at  all  possible. 

Proposed  county-wide  recreation  programs  should  be  coordi- 
nated with  school  programs  to  supplement  the  deficient  physical 
education  programs  offered  by  most  county  schools. 

Organized  volunteer  service  groups  could  do  much  to  promote 
cultural  programs  which  would  help  to  supplement  the  lack  of 
courses  in  art,  music,  drama  and  forensics  offered  by  the  local 
schoo 1 s , 
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PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

The  subject  of  public  relations  is  a  fitting  topic  with 
which  to  end  the  report.   Public  relations  will  have  a  dramatic 
effect  on  Edgecombe  County's  growth.   The  subject  may  be  broken 
into  two  sub-topics  which  may  be  called  external  and  internal 
image.   External  image  is  concerned  with  the  way  in  which  people 
living  outside  of  the  county  perceive  it.   Internal  image  is 
concerned  with  the  mental  attitude  of  Edgecombe  County's  citizens 
how  they  perceive  themselves  and  their  community. 

External  image  is  very  important  to  the  growth  of  any  area. 
The  way  in  which  people  living  outside  an  area  think  and  talk 
about  that  area  will  create  a  reputation  for  it  and  will  have  a 
direct  bearing  on  the  economic  success  or  failure  of  that  area. 
Edgecombe  County  has  a  very  good  external  image  but  there  are 
certain  things  that  could  be  done  to  improve  it.   The  following 
is  a  list  of  things  that  could  be  done  to  improve  external  image. 

R  e  c  o  mm  endations 


A  pick-up,  clean-up  campaign  should  be  started  to  clean  all 
major  highways  of  roadside  debris  and  trash. 

Businessmen  owning  stores  and  buildings  that  are  deteriora- 
ting should  be  encouraged  to  repair  such  structures  and  to  clean 
up  the  grounds  where  they  are  located.   An  example  of  such  de- 
terioration is  the  business  strip  located  just  east  of  Rocky 
Mount  on  U.  S.  Highway  64.   This  particular  area  is  one  of 
Edgecombe  County's  primary  visual  sore  spots. 

Artistically  designed  and  tasteful  welcome  signs  should  be 
erected  at  all  major  access  points  into  the  county.   Such  highway 
greetings  indicate  a  pleasant  community  atmosphere  and  a  friendly 
populus . 

Forested  areas,  roadside  "pull-offs"  and  highway  parks 
should  be  enthusiastically  planned  and  supported. 
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Internal  image  is  the  most  important  element  in  any  public 
relations  program.   The  way  in  which  people  see  themselves  is 
directly  responsible  for  the  growth  or  decline  of  their  community, 
county  or  region.   When  people  stop  caring  about  their  environment 
and  their  future  there  is  little  that  can  be  done  to  economically 
uplift  their  area.   The  "I  don't  care"  syndrome  is  the  primary 
cause  for  the  death  of  commercial  areas  and  industrial  centers 
that  once  thrived  with  economic  activity,   Edgecombe  County  can 
be  one  of  North  Carolina's  leading  economic  centers  but  its 
citizens  must  develop  a  positive,  agressive,  "go-getter"  attitude 
in  everything  that  they  do.   The  recommendations  below  are  only 
a  few  of  the  programs  that  will  help  develop  such  a  self  image. 

Recommendations 


Shop  owners  in  Tarboro  and  other  Edgecombe  County  towns 
should  take  advantage  of  cumulative  retail  attraction  and  should 
encourage  new  businesses,  stores^  and  services  to  bolster  the 
economy . 

Local  citizens  should  boost  Edgecombe  County  when  talking 
to  persons  who  do  not  live  in  the  county. 

Civic  leaders  should  be  willing  to  "talk  up  Edgecombe"  out- 
side of  the  county  whenever  they  are  addressing  groups,  clubs, 
etc.   Optimism  is  contagious  and  a  good  word  about  an  area  will 
often  be  the  starting  point  for  new  investment  in  that  area. 
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